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I. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
1^3 Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Til Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 
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□ 
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FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(b) that written opinions of 
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Internationa] application No. 

PCT/FR2 004/050153 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

' wnich is ,he language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 
| | a sequence listing 
| J table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
| 1 in written format 
f"""| in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 
[ J contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 CD In addi,ion ' in ,hc fhat more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table<s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/050153 



Box No. II 



Priority 



□ 



The following document has not yet been furnished: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. 1 and 66.7(a)). 
translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. I and 66.7(b )). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has nevertheless been established on 
the assumption that the relevant date in the claimed priority date. 

2 - This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 

(Rules 43bis. I and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the 
relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a><i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



Claims 1 ~ 2 0 



Claims 



Claims 1~2 0 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-20 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

1 Reference is made to the following documents in the 
present notification: 

Dl: WO 01/97520 A (MEDIALIVE; LECOMTE DANIEL (FR) ) 
20 December 2001 (2001-12-20) 

2. The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 1, 16 does not meet the requirement 
of novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) . 

2.1 Document Dl discloses all the characteristics of the 
subject matter of claim 1, in so far as it has been 
understood: 

Document Dl describes a method for distributing 
digital video products with a restriction of certain 
products at least in terms of the representation and 
reproduction rights thereof (Dl: abstract, page 3, 
lines 24-27), which comprises: 



An initial stage in which an original digital vide 



o 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis-Ha)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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sequence bank is created on a server which cannot be 
accessed by the public (Dl: page 3, lines 29-31), 
for each request made by a user, 

a stage in which the user selects one or more 
sequences from the said video bank (Dl: page 13, 
line 29 - page 14, line 6), the said selection stage 
activating 

a modification stage producing a modified main 
sequence in the nominal format of the original 
selected video sequence, but whose content has been 
modified by splitting it into two parts, the larger 
part being recorded in said modified main sequence, 
visually unusable on standard reading equipment and 
a small part being retained in the said server, 
within a complementary digital information 
personalized for the said user and complementary to 
the said modified main sequence (Dl : page 29, lines 
1-16) 

a stage of transmitting the said modified main 
sequence to the distribution site (Dl: page 29, 
lines 1-16) 

A stage in which the said modified main sequence is 
recorded on the distribution site on a standard 
hardware medium (Dl : page 7, lines 11-14), and 



a stage in which the said complementary digital 
information is delivered to the user during 
screening of the modified main sequence provided to 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



the user on the said hardware medium supplied by the 
distributor (Dl : page 29, lines 13-16). 



2.2 Given that the independent claim 16 has been 

regarded as the system corresponding to the method 
of claim 1, its subject matter is not novel either. 



2.3 It should be pointed out that even if the applicant 
were to interpret claims 1, 16 in a manner which 
allows him to insist that their subject matter is 
novel, based on minor differences between the 
characteristics of these claims and those disclosed 
in document Dl, the subject matter of claims 1, 16 
would still not involve an inventive step, 
PCT Article 33(1) and (2), as compared with the 
disclosure of Dl, especially given that these 
documents disclose the same proposition and the same 
type of solution as is claimed in the said claims. 

3. Dependent claims 2-15, 17-20 do not contain any 

features which, in combination with the features of 
any one claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and 
inventive step (PCT Article 33 (2) and (3)). 
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The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

1. The independent claims do not follow the two-part 
form as defined in PCT Rule 6.3(b), which in the 
present case would be appropriate, with the 
characteristics known from the prior art 
(document Dl) placed in the preamble (PCT Rule 
6.3(b) (i)) and the rest of the characteristics in 
the characterizing part (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (ii) ) . 

2. Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , document Dl is not 
cited in the description nor are its contents 
commented on. 



Moreover, the passage relating to the technical 
problem to be solved is not revised following the 
disclosures of document Dl pursuant to the 
conditions stated in PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) (see also 
the PCT directives 4.06). 
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